VOLUME 7 No.9 WINTER 20092010

HALCYON RORK

SITUATED IN THE TOWN OF BLOOMFIELD, N.J.

IMPORTANT PHONE _ _ .
Daniel Natal, President Susana Sotillo, Secretary

NUMBERS: Auria Natal Treasurer Robert McAlister, Neighborhood Watch Coordinator
Denise Serbay, Newsletter Editor Rich Rockwell, Web Master

Mayor 8& Of fi ce Norma Borja Kroll, Beautification Coordinator
Pam Walsh, Secretary

9736804080

Paul LaseiRoom 20unicipal ~ PRE S| DENT 8 S  MEDBIS MAGAL

Building

Phone (973) 68002 On behalf of the leadership dents in this park who needif we see something suspi-
iEn' Mé'&%&;vv ) of the Halcyon Park assistance purchasing groceious.

(p?ease report dunﬁpi'hg of trash in sthifighborhood Association, les, shoveling snow or keep-

drains) would like to wish all our  ing medical appointments. Ifi urge everyone to become

. neighbors and their loved you know of anyone who involved with the HPNA.
';f’a'thRDeParltTlegP”e :}_’“fg"'il'ga' ones a very happy holiday needs assistance in our parElections for Mayor and
aza Room oomtie H - .
07003 Phone- 973.680.4028mail:  S€ason. please let us know SO that V\@ouncﬂat-Large offices will
health@bloomfieldtwpnj.com o ~ Can contact appropriate towtake place_ |_n_November
Karen Lore, MSW, LCSW, BCD At this time of the year it is agencies to provide transpo2010. Politicians respond to

éctin_g Director of Health & Human very important to remembertation and social services tocommunity groups that are
ervices

those who have served us wihbse in need. well organized and show up
Bloomfield Neighborhoods Associatigyring this past year. _Be gen- _ _attown meetings or volunteer
Committed BNAC erous with our sanitation  You may have noticed addito serve on committees. Also,
If you wish to join BNAC, please seriorkers, the recycling teamtional traffic and new cautiomemember to contact our
an email tolmfld that collects our newspapersigns installed in and aroundhird Ward councilman,
NAC@yahoogroups.com nd bottles, the recreation Halcyon Park. This is thankRobert Ruane, for an emer-

To be included in the directory, plea

email Dr. Paul Russouat epartment workers who take Lieutenant Charles Rocc@ency. He may be reached at
tle34@comcast.net care of our park, and our  Chief Mark Leonard, and ou201-5131988. You can also

) ) ] faithful mailman. These = Community Policing Unit  email him at
Director of Community Relations/ v qriers truly appreciate beimgho take our safety concermsnrsr2345@yahoo.com
Code Enforcement OffiGdgnn bered his ti f . | h
Domenick, at 98045103 Email  f€Membered at this time of very seriously. To assure the _
commdev@bloomfieldtwpnj.com the year. safety of our families, itis | wish you and your family a
_ _ important to be vigilant of very Happy New Year!
Police Department (remergencies) | et us remember that there criminal activity in our park

9736804141 . . . : . .
Community Policing Uit are elderly and disabled resand call the Bloomfield Polid@aniel Natal, President

Jos_é A Mufioz 96804106 -
Office 972593153 VOLUNTEER & GET INVOLVED IN 2010
Tax Assessdbseph J. Pisauro BY SUSANA SOTILLO

Room 108Vlunicipal Building This has been a difficult year faeam of young Halcyon Park Norma Borja Kroll, at 9830

Phone (973)680021 FAX (973) 680 mqst of us in Halcyon Park.  Bloomfield students who come1584 or Susana at -

gﬁf?’l_ @bloomfieldtwoni Many of our neighbors are up with the best ideas for pro- 0319. Bloomfield students may
all-assessoriwbioomiie Wlon"C?Nrrbrking two or more jobs in  moting environmental awarenesant to contact Councilraain

order to make ends meet and vaenong our residents. We neethargeNick Joanovor informa-

%ﬁgmgg 2'3:?c',n have not had a chance to orgahelp clearing dead weeds fromtion about environmental grants,
Room 108Vlunicipal Building i ze our annua lflowetbed$ andisarybs, drel c warkahops, and activities de-
Phone (973) 253088 tion cont est . oplantirjmeneflonens in thenatesignédlfor young people. You
Fax (973) 680652 organi ze an 0 Espring. rifyau are intérested ircan email him directipigho-

Awar eness -Mih ktlis initiaxtivenplease call our lasjoanow@comcast.net
and award a gift certificate to aBeautification Coordinator,
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973-748-0056

THAI CUISINE

b~ ] |

SAY HEY BY DENISE SE RBAY

Hi Neighbors, was owned by a very nice local fa
business was good, but apparentl

Happy holidaylopefully everyone is  could not withstand this econ-

enjoying the season, despite the increasny. Let's try to support our local

ingly frigid weather that comes with it. businessespersonally recommend
Dolce Vita, right outside Halcyon Fark—— —

We also recognize that the holiday seaen Franklin Streéflaria, the owner, is

son, especially this one, may be chal- a warm, friendly lady who bakes every-Spice Thai Cuisine owned by neighbor s

lenging for many of our thing freshHer brownies are the best, Rich Rockwell & Rodgee Cao is located
neighborsThe economic downturn and she has just started to make hot just minutes away at

continues, with layafffecting and cold sandwich&kso, Spice Res- 26 Belleville Avenue in Bloomfield
many.Personally, my hospital is under-taurant, owned by our very own Rich

going changes that are unprece- Rockwell and Rodgee Cabexing- back, suggestions, ideas for activities are
dentedMany have lost their jobs and ton Avenue, serves very good very welcom#n the coming year, we

layoffs are expected to continue into  food. The Orange Squirrel on Bloom- are really hoping to have more activities
the new yedim keeping my fingers field Avenue & new business worth  for our residents, especially
crossed (and my resume updhé&td!)  checking out, as is Bloomfield Steak thekids. Please feel free to contact any

us reach out to our neighbors, anyone House on Franklin Stré&&he more! ofus (my # is 973431365). We

we know of who might be shut in, fac- Garden State Yoga on Lackawanna especially welcomne new residents

ing financial difficulties, etc. Plaza, right across from the Bloomfieldwho have recently moved into Hal-
Train station. cyonPark. WELCOME!!!

Locally, some businesses in our area

have gone undgickin' Chicken, on Weagain urge our residents to becomanishing everyone again a jggaissn
Broad Street, recently closed their businvolved and active in and a happy, prosperous Y.
ness, after little more than alyear. theneighborhood associatibaed-

Winter is the season in which people try to keep the house as warm as it was
in the summer, when they complained about the heat. ~ Author Unknown

2010 Census Is in Our Hands

of Bloomfield be counted. volunteers to help with the
The year 2010 is critical for Achieving a complete and 2010 Census. If you are in-
the Township of Bloomfield. accurate count of the 2010 terested, pleaselaalise
Every ten years census datacensus is entirely up to all ofPalagano@ur Municipal
are collected throughout theus We need to recruit vol- Town Clerk, &73680-
United States. This affects unteers to help out with the 4012 Keep in mind that if
political representation and 2010 Census. Consider be- our residents are under-
directs the allocation of bil- coming a 2010 Census part-counted for whatever reason,
lions of dollars in govern-  ner. Since some of our un- our township will not be
ment funding. It is impera- dercounted residents have able to receive its fair share
tive that ALL ethnic groups limited English language  of vital services and re-
that reside within the skills, there is a need for sources.
boundaries of the Township properly trained bilingual

i

IT'S IN DUR HANDS

For additional information
about the 2010 Census, visit
the website:
www.2010.census.gov
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Tax Revaluation/Reassessment Summary with the BNAC

On Saturday, DecembyeiVB. Joseph )

Pisauro, Bloomfiel d¥4 TheRPPAIRAS eag shenpowery r 5 L
ciously agreed to meet with BNAC mem- lines and other obstacles that may impact Wl
bers in order to explain the mandatory re- On the value of a house. Different types of |
valuation of housing stock in the township.houses are evaluated according to the speci-

being undertaken in Bloomfield because appraisal companies. Value is based on Bloomfield Neighborhood Associations Committee (BNAC
current assessments in the municipality aréotal living area of the house (square foot- Meeting, December 5, 2009.

no longer uniform and representative of g€ Minus basement). The manualalso \ = . ¢ 0 mation i s
100% of their true market value. Atthe includes definitions of neighborhoods. websitesww.state.nus/treasury/

very start, Mr. Pisauro made it clearto ~ Market value and cost approaches to eaChtaxation /
those in attendance that revaluation does house are part of this process. Land im-

not increase the total amount of revenue tdrovements, total land + building are takery, e, brought to our attention that
be raised by taxation. The amount of tax Nt consideration when doing a revalua- o v, iyl e are sent every year does not

dollars needed is determined by the municfion- In order to estimate the market value .q. . o\ rent taxes, but preliminary taxes

pality (i.e., to pay for local schools, county Of & house, sales of houses from 2007, X tor February and May 2010. After county

government, and municipal government). cluding short sales, parents selling to chil- and town adopt 3 budeget, a%justlawnt for

He explained that assessment has .nothmgd_r en, or sheriffos Ra\lstandolefbel guantsrsare M'
to do with taxing individuals. He reiterated”!Sauro explained to us that the last re- ., e~ Our property taxes pay for

that as a result of the reassessment, the valuation was done in 1992. We willget - " services, Essex County serviges,
townshipds budget dokls MAP&hiahye. asy EF‘asn&tﬂges:c bol bidyéts. ‘?h‘célﬁasttvn\}gac-e d
addition to his tax assessment responsibilivalue and then be given an opportunity to /e largest percent of the total

ties, Mr. Pisauro handles the appeals. As 87ange a eog-one meeting with the tax property taxes we pay. He also pointed
result of the current revaluation, the extentaSSessor. Itis a proposed assessment unl, “u iy many cases, fasttily dwell-

of information gathered on individual he signs it. One can easily estimate the ings are revaluated at comparable ualues tq
houses in the township is significant,and V@l ue of oneds ho ME singld fantily’houdes. Thik sr(]egmedéucr)\fgirg

Bloomfield now has a great housing stock Maps of neighborhoods and sales of compaz o1 1o many of those in atten-
database. rable homes.

dance, but Mr. Pisauro pointed out that the

_ ) : decision for arriving at a specific revalua-
The company doing current assessments iff You decide to appeal the 2009 market tjon of multfamily dwelling units is made

Lald i i _ value of your house, you appeal the mark o
Bloomfield is Appraisal Systems Incorpo Value ngt N )i/ls]thepgeadline for Dy the state, not the local municipality.
rated. If you want more information about ’ - Apf Several members of the public felt that this

http://Mmww.asinj.comr call 97285 1t October 1, 2009 sets the market value.

- ‘i : \;T The system of private property is the most important guaranty of freedom, not
: pl - / only for those who own property, but scarcely less for those who do not. - Fredrich
u ,fmi | August von Hayek (1899 -1992), Nobel Laureate of Economic Sciences 1974

//." S ‘; 2

\ since many of these timeeor  with and asked that zoning codeCollege on Saturday, January 2.3,
multifamily dwelling units houseviolations (e.g., rental of illegal 2010 at 10:00 a.m. The library
families with four or more chil- basement apartments) be reportéd/ocated at the corner of Oak-

5

dren who attend our public to theDirector of Com- land and Liberly Streets (973
- schools. These miatnily units munity Development, 748 9000 x332). Please make
place an added burden on munikir. Glenn Domenick , an effort to attend this very im-
pal services and local schools. who can be reached at portant meeting with the new
' Someone pointed out that ownef®73) 68041920r via email:  7ownshijp Administrator, Mr.
of many twaand thre@amily commdev@bloomfieldtwpnj.com Frederick C. Carr

dwelling units are renting base-
‘ ment apartments. Mr. Pisauro 7he next BNAC meeting will be
said his office had nothing to do/eld at the library of Bloomfield


http://www.state.nj.us/treasury/taxation/
http://www.state.nj.us/treasury/taxation/
mailto:commdev@bloomfieldtwpnj.com
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NEW AND IMPROVED MOR TGAGE FORMS FOR 2010

Starting Jan. 1, new rules go into effect thathe second bloc consists of settlement fee
simplify and clarify exactly what mortgage for say, title insurance or an appraisal.
lenders will charge for a loan.

If borrowers accept the offers as outlined, [
The initiative from the Department of lenders must issue the loans under the cos ’°“" . -

ed Settlement Charges
Housing and Urban Development (HUD) listed-- with little room for surprise. tial loan amount, the term length in years,
requires that a new "Good Faith Estimate" the monthly payment, the initial interest

form be given to all applicants, one that  If the mortgage originator provides servicegate, and whether that interest rate can rise
makes it easier to compare true costs of in the second bloc, it must stick to the plus any prepayment penalties or balloon
loans from different lenders. original fees within 10%. If, for example, payments.

the lender tells you the title insurance it
The main purpose is to give consumers tharranges will cost $2,000, the final fee for There's also a "shopping chart" on the
tools to be able to compare apples to ap- that cannot exceed $2,200. (If you decide third page in which up to four different
ples," All lenders must use a specific form you're going elsewhere for title insurance, deals can be placedtsigele and their
and disclose fees in the same spots on theyou're on your own.) costs easily compared.
same forms, regardless if you are a mortgage
broker, Mortgage Banker or a local Saving#t truly drives accountability. It makes the Say two lenders both offer a 5% loan on a
and Loan. l ender say, O0What | $200000tmer@agé that Hedadrionthyy O U

payment of $1,074 a month. One lender

Until now, borrowers might have focused The estimate is not iron clad, and can be may charge $5,000 for it and another just
on interest rates or monthly payments to altered if there's a material change in cir- $3,000. The new form should make it sim-
compare mortgage options. But fees play aumstances. If the appraisal comes in lowgjler for consumers to recognize the better

big part in total cost. than expected, for example, that could af- deal.
fect the mortgage rate, though the lender
There are generally two blocs of fees.  must quickly tell the borrower. It will be more important then ever to

choose a Bank or Lender you feel comfort-

S ) ) able with and can develop a long term rela-
One covers origination charges, what the The new-page form has lines covering all tionship with. This is where Investors Sav-

lender receives for providing you with the the settlement fees, such as the originatiorings Bank comes in to play. We are dedi-
loan. fee and points chargettart to reduce cated in developing that relationship with
the interest rate. It also clearly lists the -

INVESTORS

PETE ELSBY ISB MOR TGAGE S AVI S BANK

Pete is a Mortgage Consultant withMortgage Access Corp. He has  Always involved in local community,

ISB Mortgage Co., LLC a wholly helped over 1,500 customers withPete recently shaved his head as part

owned subsidiary of Investors Savirgsious loan products fromFHA, of t he Annual St . l

Bank. VA and Conventional mortgage r ai se money for <chi
financing with 75% of his businesgesearch. He is an avid golfer & fan of

With over 15 years of mortgage loareferred from satisfied past custonbets the NY Giants and NY Mets.

Peter J Elsby experience, Pete was a Loan Officeand clients.

Senior Loan Officer for First Town Mortgage, Greenwich Pete is a great LOCAL choice for any
SE%&FJE@&E Company  Home Loans and First Horizon  Pete is a longtime Bloomfield resi-mortgage need you mighBhatie

Millburn NJ Home Loans. In 2006 he became adent and has been the coach of theaBiting your current loan, buying or
Cell: 9732144031 Sales manager for PNC Mortgage dni o mas E| ement asellingPohéol desi gt ks

Email: pelsby@isbnj.com recently was a Sales Manager withbasketball team for over 20 years.call !
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20099 WHAT A YEAR! times, some economists say Bloomfield saM& work with
' overall are downl17Bait that was down fromPete Elsby (s

2009. lts been quite afyear matter what he all time market highs...and at one time fveneous arti-
you have accomplished or overcome...it were over 200 homes for sale in Blodmfielctle) thru even
started with so much promise, yet like evgBout a third of them were short sales (whesp of the re: A

year it seems we were all glad to see it gthalKbuse is worth less than what was owedsimte proces THEJ
start fresh in another new year. Its almostfe bank). buying, selling

NICHOLAS TEAM

vicious cycle. H hing Sor cetis looking " advising our clients and customers. As par
e approaching Spring market is looking : ; ;
The real estate cycle has had a few turng,@fi there are many buyers out @okitiy of our team, Pe_te will be helpmg out W'th our
. hi . ey _o_laqilrrmI answering any questions you might
| ts own this year e msayhhdadildtdimeBayers tax@dh W‘%&ve please feel free to email any of us with r
ures, short sale, foreclosures, low interesthg to be hadiurrent home owners are 9//9/1@@ ' .
' . . ) o tate related questions.
rates and first time buyer tax credits. Segfpéceive a $6500 tax credit if they have owned
every time we opened a newspaper or tuegcypied a primary residence for a perioBARBARA P HUGHES & GREGG NICHOLAS
on the TV news something was happening }@afs out of the preceding 8 years. THE NICHOLAS TEAM
real estate and it wasn't always good! Fortu- ) RE/MAX V ILLAGESQUAREREALTORS
nately, believe it or not, our area overall Haou have questions about the value of yogffice: 976092222
not been completely devastated by failed?roperty is the current market of how 10 apgiifail: realestate@TheNicholasTeam.com

mortgages. We have had our share of haf@' the new tax credit give us a call! Web: www.TheNicholasTeam.com

HALCYON PARK REAL ESTATE 2009

ADDRESS STATUS LISTPRICE SALEPRICE  SALE DATE E\’/@@EOTN
20 FONTAINE AVENUE ATI;;\%E\';]VEY $275,000 62
38 FARRANDALE AVENUE ACTIVE $319,000 36
41 FONTAINE AVENUE SOLD $218000  $207,000 12/18/2009 28
25 FLORENCE AVENUE SOLD $245000  $225,000 7/1/2009 19
114 LEXIONGTON AVENUE  SOLD $299,000  $300,000 9/28/2009 10
75 FONTAINE AVENUE soLp $309,999 $285,000 9/1/2009 201
127 PARKWAY EAST soLD $319,900  $305,000 10/2/2009 57
21 LEXINGTON AVENUE SOLD $339,900  $325,000 6/29/2009 89
139 LEXINGTON AVENUE WITHDRAWN $335,000 216
41 FONTAINE AVENUE ~ EXPIRED  $199,000 44
41 FONTAINE AVENUE ~ EXPIRED  $243,000 64
41 FONTAINE AVENUE EXPIRED $250,000 162
33 FARRANDALE AVENUE ~ EXPIRED  $269,000 190
21 LEXINGTON AVENUE ~ EXPIRED  $349,900 185

Multifamily Properties

39 FLORENCE AVENUE CgNN-ll—DFIQEECT $238,900 18
28 FONTAINE AVENUE UN_?IEECC:"_ON- $370,000 41




phone distribution

flutterstep.com lets you list. Please register yous
ql_chkIy and _easuy chat with cell phone with
friends, family and colleagues.

Start conversations on the fly flutterstep.com in order to

and send messages from receive and send messages to the

email, SMS, iPhone, Windows entire groupAnyone can send awiith your son's soccer team,

c“ﬂgg‘;?zzraBLZ‘i't‘yeg?grthe it message to warn others if theysian a family vacation or coord-

neighbors of construction or are problems in our pailave a nate the latest project at the

school closing, plan an event, very happy New Year! office. Use emall, text messag-

or collaborate on a project! Susana Sotillo ing or the web and participate
in the conversation replying di-

| have created halcyoneyes rectly from your cell phone or

http://flutterstep.com/ other PDAConversations can

halcyoneyes because (cassandra) has invited you tobe private or public so any

NIXTEL is not interactive and jo;n flutterstep.com! members of flutterstep.com can

the Police Department is not fiytterstep.com allows you to join. flutterstep.cormuicker,

sending messages communicate quickly and easibetter and more convenient con-

about crime in our anaée. with friends, versationsStart talking now!

need to be the eyes and ears 1@fnjjy and colleagues wherever

our own neighborhoddio you areOnce a member, create

one is gOing to do it for us. If andjo/n groups and conversa-

you gave me your cell tions on topics and events of in-

phone, | have added you t0 OYerest to youStay in the loop
HP Neighborhood Watch cell

HALCYON PARK NEIGHBO RHOOD ASSOCIATION

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 1 DUES $10 per househol® Please fill out the form

below and drop off your membership fees or donatio@sRerkway East. A receipt

will be issued by our treasurer for cash donations and membershipWeesould like

to encourage new and old HPNA residents to become involved with the Halcyon Park
Neighborhood Association. We need members committed to preserving our quality of

life.

NAME E-mail Address
Address

Home Phone Cell Phone No.

Things you would like HPNA to address in 2010:

Clubs or activities you would be willing to sponsor or help organize

| would like to help out with: Publicity [] Chil drend6s[] Activities
Newsletter [] Neighborhood Watch ]



