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WEEKLY SUMMER FARMERS'
MARKET

The Bloomfield Center Alliance
is sponsoring Its 6th Annual
FARMERS' MARKET every
Thursday through Octobar
30 at Venner Park from 1
p-m. to 7 p.m. There will be &
concert band every other
Thursday from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m.
There will also be a "Healthy
Lifestyle" demonstration on the
alternate Thursdays from 4
p.m. to 7 p.m. featuring local

businesses such as Powerhousa

GYI‘I‘I. mm quar lﬂﬂ ﬁ'
eral martial arts studios.

ESSEX COUNTY WELFARE
MOBILE OFFICE VAN

Tha Bloomfield Department of
Health and Human Sarvices is
proud to announce tha arrlval
of tha Essex County Welfara
Moblle Office Van. The Van
will be stationed at Bloomfield
Town Hall. Applications can
ba processad for Food Stamp
Programj Medicald Programs
{l.e. Family Care); Temporary
Assistance to Neady Familles
and othar halpful pro-

grams. To Inquire about ob-
taining an appointment or for
more information, please con-
tact tha Bloomfiald Human
Services Divislon at 973-680-
4017.

Editor's Note-

We would like to extend
our condolences

to our Beautification
Coordinator Norma
Borja-Krall on the
passing of her

beloved father, Carlos
Borja.

Denise Serbay
Newslatter Editor

IH THE TOWN

SITUuATED

OF BLOOMFIELD, N. J

NATALIE MACALISTER—HALCYON PARK RESIDENT

Natalie McAlister is one
of our very own Hal-
cyon Park resident high
school students. You
have seen her name
before in our newslet-
ters when she started
competing in the
USATF Jr. Olympics two
years ago. She is now
running for the BHS
indoor winter track in
the varsity level as a
freshman. She is mak-
ing quite a name for
herself in the sport of
track and fleld. Run-
ning for an elite youth
track club (Lightning
Track Club) has paved
the way for her fresh-
man winter season.

She started off with the

Women's Colgate
Gamas this win-

ter, accumulating
enough points to com-
pete in the finals at

Madison Square Garden

where she came in 4™

in her race ,the 55 me-

ter hurdles, and ended
In 5" overall. Being a
member of the girls’
varsity indoor track
team has been a great
thing. She climbed all
the way to the State
Meet of Champions in
Toms River. To get
there she had to place
in the following meets:
*Essex County

Meet 2" place 8.91

«Sectionals Champi-

ons 3" place B.B6
*Group State Champi-
ons 5" place 8.88

N] Meet of Champions
4™ In the prelims with
a time of 8.96, not
making it to the finals.
- Eastern States Cham-
plonship where she
broke her record with a
personal best time of
8.75

GREETINGS FROM HPNA PRESIDENT

It is that time of year we
enjoy the wonderful
spring days by finishing
our spring cleaning and
start our gardening and
look forward to the sum-
mer days ahead. I am
happy to report the
township of Bloomfield is
currently moving ahead
with its plans on the

downtown redevelop-
ment, but the town Is
still facing economic
waorries, as well as we
the residents, we face
continuing real estate
tax Increases and are
expecting to get less
for it. But we have the
right to "SPEAK UP"
and demand more ser-

vices for it, that's why I
would encourage eve-
ryone to make an effort
to show up at the regu-
larly scheduled Town
Council meetings every
Monday at 7:30 p.m. to
voice your concerns
with respect to the in-
creasing crime, litter-
ing, speeding in the to
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Wonder of Spring... "How strange that Nature does not knock, yet, does not intrude!”

NATALIE MACALISTER...

In the Essex County Relays,
which took place Saturday Febru-
a:d( 28" the Bloomfield girls took
2™ place In the 55 meters Shuttle
Hurdle Relay with a time of 35.41
and 2™ place in the 4x200 relay
with a time of 1:49.57. Natalle
is ranked # 20 in New Jersey High
Schools girls for the 55 hurdles
and ranked # 1 in the state as a
Freshman, Go here to see her per-
sonal status http://nj.milesplit.us/
athletes/611384
To finish her indoor season she
ran In the NY Armory competing in
the High School National Scholastic

Emily Dickinson

Indoor Champs (NSIC). She came
in 3rd in her heat with a time of
9.46 in the 60 meter hurdles. She
then came in with a time of 8.67 In
the 55 meter mark with was a good
enough time for her to reclaim her
crown an the NUMBER ONE Fresh-
man In New lersey. To see her last
race you can go to http://
ny.milesplit.us/videos/6004.

This has been an extraordinary
start as a freshman. No saoner than
one season ends than another be-
glins, as she will be getting ready
and practicing for the outdoor sea-
son where she

will be running the 100 meter hur-
dles along with other

event. She also has set her sights
on the high jump.

Let’s take time to congratulate
Natalie on her great accomplish-
ments thus far. This Is only the be-
ginning of her track and field
world. And let's not forget to men-
tion that she Is also doing well aca-
demically as well: Student first and
athlete second. "The main thing is
to KEEP the Main Thing THE MAIN
THING!" and the main thing is
school/education, and then track.

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE CONT.

park, vandalism, zoning code
violations, and neighborhood
safety. It's your right to voice
your thoughts and concerns as
they are critical to the future of
Haleyon Park and the township
of Bloomfield. The HPNA is cur-
rently planning a neighborhood
meeting by the pond and are
expecting our new Councilman
Robert Ruane and Police depart-
ment community development
officers to be present to answer
any questions or concerns or
suggestions you may have.

We welcome all new Halcyon
Park residents and urge them to
become active members of

No matter low long the
Winter is.,
Sprirg is sure fo follow!
-Proverh

HPNA. Please visit our wonder-
ful web site created and main-
tained by Rich Rockwell, our
local Halcyon Park historian and
webmaster at halcyonparkh-
istoricdistrict.com/ halcyon-
parkhistoricdistrict.com/ and
enjoy historical archives filled
with photos and the parks his-
torical facts. I would also like to
encourage all residents to
please submit any old photos or
information related to Halcyon
Park to share with all of our
residents and helps educate our
children on Halcyon Park's Past.
I would like to personally thank
Denise Serbay our new News-

letter editor for all of her hard
work and community outreach
Township officials with many
concerns affecting our quality of
Life in Halcyon Park and our
township and I would especially
like to thank Barbara Hughes for
sponsoring and added such
wonderful flair to our newslet-
ters.

Have a wonderful spring and
summer and I look forward
to seeing you at our next
meeting—JUNE 24 at the
Pond)

Daniel Natal, President
Halcyon Park Neighborhood
Association (973)259-1337

Important Telephone Numbers:

County Executive Liaison - Benjamin Amos
973-395-8615
Mayor’s Office = Pam Walsh
973-680-4080
Police Department
973-680-4141
Department of Public Works
973-680-4127
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SAY HEY BY DENISE SERBAY

Spring is in full swing, and sum-
mer is not be far behind. Woo hooll
That means more baseball, longer
days, more time outdoors. It's won-
derful to see the returning of the
beautiful foliage to our neighbors
gardens. This is my first winter-to-
spring as a homeowner, and besides
the joy of saying goodbye to low
boiler water levels and high heating
bills, it's nice to see barren gardens
returning to their hidden

beauty. The bulbs I planted in No-
vember bloomed great, but they're
gone now. I'm hoping to see sum-
mer bulbs come up soon ,my thumb
Isn't that green yet!

We are hoping to plan some outdoor
activities for the children and resi-
dents of the park, something like

Pizza by the Pond. If anyone has
any suggestions , please call one of
us. My # is 973-743-1365,

In March the Neighborhood Assocla-
tion met with Councilman Ruane and
Community Policing Officers Kevin
O'Connell and Jose Munoz about
some issues concerning Halcyon Park
and the surrounding area. Many
issues were discussed (please see
column ). At that meeting , also,
Councilman Ruane requested a fol-
low-up meeting by the pond; that
meeting will be held Wednesday,
June 24th, at 6:30pm. Please make
every effort to attend. If you are
unable to attend but have an Issue
that is concerning you, again ,
please call one of us and we will
make sure that your concern s

heard. Councilman Ruane is very
attentive to the concerns of our
residents. Your voice will be
heard.

Please be sure to read about our
very own Natalie McAlister of Lex-
ington Avenue. She continues to
excel in the sport of track and field,
having completed an incredibly suc-
cessful winter season and now com-
peting in the outdoor season. Nata-
lie has just completed her Fresh-
man year at Bloomfield High School
and has been featured in Bloom-
field Life and the Independent
Press.

A MESSAGE FROM THE FORMER EDITOR- SUSANNA SOTILLA

I urge all residents to join the
Halcyon Park Neighborhood As-
sociation. Your high property
taxes pay for civic improve-
ments and municipal ser-

vices. If you are not Involved in
your local community, elected
officials will not be aware of
problems you might be experi-
encing. For example, we are

surrounded by structures (e.g.,
apartment buildings with absen-
tee landlords and stores In the
Stop & Shop plaza) that threaten
our quality of life. Every day one
finds litter in the park, around the
pond, and on our own front
lawns. We have also experienced
attempted break-ins, the defacing
of neighbors’ property and vehi-

cles by local vandals, and graffiti
spraying by unknown Individu-
als. Whatever we do, we must
keep this neighborhood free of
drug dealers and gang mem-
bers. We can only do this If we
all work together, join the
Neighborhood Watch Group, and
take part in neighborhood

activities. .
Continued on Page 4

| People ask me what | do in winter when there's no baseball. [l fell you what |
| I do. | stare out the window and wait for spring. ~Fogers Hornsby |

NEWS FROM OUR BEAUTIFUCATION COORDINATOR...

Spring is Nature's way of saying
“Ler’s Party!"
- Rabin Williams,

comedian

Spring Is finally

here! Let us enjoy this
magnificent time of the
year. We are so fortu-
nate to have our proper-
ties surrounded with our
own display of cherry
blossoms right here in
our "PEACEFUL & BEAU-
TIFUL HALCYOCN
PARK"....and just so you
know "halcyon” means
peaceful.

1 would like to thank all

the residents who have
helped us maintain the
beauty and charm of our
park and keep the
grounds free of lit-

ter. Special thanks to
Anthony Nesto, Director
of Recreation, and his
staff for keeping the park
in such wonderful condi-
tion.

I would like to invite our
residents to visit Branch
Brook Park, home of the

Cherry Blossom festival
hosted by loseph N. Di-
Vincennzo, Jr. Branch
Braok Park is located
nearby,

in Belleville/Newark.

I will be working with
Anthony Nesto to make
sure that some repairs
will be done around the
park, especlally the pot-
holes that we are aware
leave craters behind from
the past winter. Also, I

Continued on Page 4
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NATALIE MACALISTER SPRING HIGHLIGHTS

A NOTE FROM QUR
BEAUTIFICATON
COORDINATOR

Norma Borja- Kroll

This moved her into the NISIAA
Group Championships in Egg
Harbor where she brook her re-
cord for the 2™ time in a row in
the 400H with an impressing
time of 1:06.19 as good as her
time was she 13" and in the
100H she PR in the prelfm with
a time of 15.10 and 15.15 in the
finals placing 7", and her time
was the fastest in the 6 wild
cards giving her the chance to
run at the Meet of Champions
again. She ended in the prelims
with a time of 15.54.

Personal Bests
400 Meter Hurdles - 1:06.19
100 Meter Hurdles - 15.10
High Jump - 4-8
60 Meter Hurdles - 9.46
55 Meter Hurdles - 8.75
wF A A A FUNA Y1 s 55 Meter Dash - 8.02
B g 200 Meter Dash - 28.93

Natalle had an outstanding fresh-
man year running the 100 hurdles
took her all the way to the Meet of
Champs.

P TRl She took third place in the NNJIL

e A Championship time of 15.91 100H.
T In The Essex County she took up
two new events. The High Jump
where she just miss moving on
placing 7" with a jump of 4’8" and
in the 400 hurdles she ran a
1:08.87 breaking Bloomfield’s High
School record from 1982 and Third
place in the 100H time of 15.37
She then moved on to the NJSIAA
Sectional Championship in her pre-
lim she ran a 15,35 in the 100H and
in the finals she had a Lolo Jones
moment and hit the 9" hurdles
causing her to come in 5" with a

Over all she had a great fresh-
man year where she Is ranked
#1 freshman in the state for
both indoor and outdaoor,

Kudos to Natalie in her success-
ful Track and Field freshman
year. It can only get better from
here. All the best to Bloom-
field’s Finest.

FROM SUSANNA SOTILLO CONTINUED...

Please make an effort to join *
our HPNA's meetings and

FROM THE BEAUTIFICATION
COORDINATOR
CONTINUED...

Illegal parking of commercial
vehicles in Halcyon Park’s nar-

will be asking him to work on
Paving Parkway West and Park-
way East. I am also taking this
opportunity to remind everyone
that we MUST use only recyclable
paper bags for our spring clean
up.

A reminder to Halcyon Park resi-
dents and visitors who use our
park to walk their dogs: You
MUST pick up after your dogs, it's
the LAW! and all dogs must be
kept on a leash. Please do not
leave dog feces in the park.
Thank you all for your sup-

port. Please help us keep our
park BEAUTIFUL, SERENE, and
CLEAN. We noticed some of you
have adopted the park to plant
flowers, please keep up the good
wark,

events. We need your Input and
cooperation.

Here is a list of what needs to
be addressed by our Third Ward
representative, Township offi-
clals, and Police Chief:

& |ack of speed bumps re-
quested along Watsessing Ave-
nue, especially at the intersec-
tion with Berkeley Avenue
where children wait for the
school bus

s Pedestrian crossing signs

and strips at Watsessing and
Grover Street

row streets

& Parking cars on front lawns
in violation of Town Code
(Lexington Ave.)

= Illegal subdivision of single
family homes in violation of the
Town Code

* Paving over lawn and re-
moval of vegetation in violation
of the Town Code

s Accumulation of trash at the
entrance to the park (This nega-
tively Impacts on our property
values and makes the entire
area undesirable.)

Potholes and broken Belgian

blocks along Parkway East and
West
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- A Word from Our Sponsor...

DRY GARDEN BARBARA P.HUGHES

REALTOR/ Sales Associate, ePRO, GREEN
THE NICHOLAS TEAM |

RE/MAX Village Square Realtors ’

516 Valley Road Upper Montclair, NJ 07043
Office: 973-509-2222 Ext. 126

On the Web: www.TheNicholasTeam.com
Email: Real Estate(@ TheNicholasTeam.com

Planning a Vegetable Garden

i piAmiE wik waai vewE Eaiieed 8 jieieie

During World War I, Americmsnesponded o affecting the vegetables vou eal ioaurvive, While a full-scale imigation system in't
pressure on the public food supply by growing Giardening can have intangible benefits as well. Many necessary, the closer your garden i to a waer
fruits and vegetables at home, These “Viciory amateur horticuliurists use time in the garden as a siress source the easier time you will have keeping vege-
Cardens™ were planted in backyards and on reliever—a chance for alone time and peacefil reflection.  tables well-watered.

apariment rooflops, in big cities and small rural Gandening doesn't have to be a solitary activity, however:  Soil —Plants tend o thrive in moist, well-drined
towns, andl in every comer of the country. A erowing vegetables can be a great outdoor activity for s0il rich in organic nuirients. When using containers
homespun solution to a national problem, Vic- tarnilies and a fun way for children o help the housechold. o grow vegetables, mike sure to use a potting mix
tory Garnderss came fo bea partof everyday liflein -+ Local gandens also help fight global wanming, they elimi-  designed for containers (most contain equal parts
America, naie the need for flel to transport food thousands of miles  clean sand, perlite, vermiculite, poiting soil and peat
Tockay, some people are re-purposing this war- fiom farm to able. mioss),

time effort on the home front into a modem Where Will Your Garden Grow? Convenience = Many home gandeners like o
straiegy to combat rising grocery bills, coonomic You don'tneed to have n large availoble spoce athome in-+ locate their vegetable patch close o the
uncertainty and global warming. orcer (o start a vegelable garden. A wel-ended simaller making it easier 1o harvest fresh produce

Why Garden at Home? garden will actually yield more vegetables than a larger cooking, Ifyour only suitable growing spots gren't
Having a vegetble patch right outside yourdoor— countierpart that is ilmanaged. Ifyou liveinanapariment  conveniently located, consider keeping a few

has many benefits. Most notably, growing your  or if'space is very limited, you can choose to grow in iie potied veggzies on handy indoor counters.

own vegetables s an easy way tossvemoncyon  containers housed on a deckcor baloony. What to Plant?

groceries. A small investment in soeds and sup- Regamdless of vour parden's stae, there are some key The nexi dlep is fo defermine what you'll be grow-
plics combined with just a lithe sweat equity cin~ reqquinements for successfiil growing: g in your garden. Begin by examining the types
resp pounds of fruits and vegeiables over one Sunlight — Most vegetables require anywhere flomsixto  of vegetables your family eats throughout the year.,
senson, Canning or jarring the surphs fromeach  eight hours of direct sunlight each day, Plants that don't First time gardeners have been known to plant
cropallows you to enjoy the bounty of your get enough light typically bear less and aremore suscepti-—— more than they either need or can manage:. To
harvest throughout the year. ble o attacks from disesses or pesis. Leafy vepebles begin, llow the old adage that “less is more.” Seed
In adition o the economic benefit, home- such as spinach and leituce can be grown in the shade if catalogs can help you namow down your choices,
grown vegetables are fesher and ofien mone you don'’t have access to a spot in full sunlight. Cool- or you ey seek help at vour local home and gar-
flavorful than grocery store produce. By toking, seqson vareties such as pess con alsobe grown inpartial - den store,

charge of vour own preens, vouneedn’tbecon- shade, Remember that certain types of vegetables such as
cemed about unknown chemical pesticides Water—Most vegetables requineregular waterinorder - peppors and tomatoes produce throughout the year,

In the epring, at the end of the day, you should smell like dirt. ~Margaret Atwood

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION - DUES 510 per household — HPNA is now exempt from Federal
income tax. You may now write a check out to the Haleyon Park Neighborhood Association. Kindly fill out
the form below and drop off your membership fees or donations at 3 Parkway East, Bloomfield, NJ 0700, or
call Auria Natal, our HPNA Treasurer, at 973-259-1337.

Phona




PLANTING A GARGEN CONT..

while others such s canmols o com produuce only once.
You mary need to plant more of the laiter as a result
During your first growing season, you may want o
plant several varietics of cach vegetble i defermine
which will grow best in vour garden,

Row Cropping V. Inlensive Cropping

Home girdens typically adhere to two besic designs:
Row Cropping — vegetables are planted in single file
rows with a walking path between each row, This
lyoit i especially effoctive for langer gardens, and
allows space to use mechanical tillers and for weed
control. The drwhack of row cropping is that fewer
vegetables ane planted in a given area, making it less
suitable for small gandens.

Intensive Cropping — vegetables are planted in wide
bends from one to four feet across, The closer spacing
of'the: plants usually necessitates hand weeding, Be-
cause of this, the widih ofthe bands should not exceed
casy reach, Intensive cropping allows for more flexible
areas unplanted initially, allowing additional crops to

ASSOCIATION MEETS WITH COUNCILMAN

Unruly visitors to Haleyon Park--1t was
brought to the attention that some resi-
denis of Halevon Park invite unruly visi-
tors to our park, and disruptive and ille-
gal activity takes place. This is unaccepi-
able. Many residents moved here from
urban areas, hoping for a quiet, semi-
suburban lifestyle with the conveniences
of the city. Our longtime residenis have
expressed dismay over what has been
happening in and around this beautiful
residential area. To endure visitors who
play loud music, smoke marijuana, pol-
lute our pond with alcohol botiles and
worse, Is unfair to put it mildly, in some
instances the behavior is downright dis-
gusting. PLEASE, respect our park —
YOU LIVE HERE! Don't allow visitors to
drag us dawn.

Littering in the pond-- As I mentioned
abave, littering in the pond is a prob-
lem. On a recent day, my son and | fished
alcohol batiles, clgaretie lighters, ete. out
of the pond.

Norma Kroll, our Beautification Coordi-
nator, has fished owt alcohol bottles and
waorse out of the pond. On a daily basis,
she walks the park, what she sees on some
days is frankly disgusting. She works
hard to keep our park looking beautiful,
she nor any of the residents or visitors

be planted and harvested later in the season,

Upkeep

Vegetables generally require a steady supply of
water, [f'you have indooncovered plant containers
or if rain in't plentifisl, you'll need to handle water-
ing detail, Abwarys waler when the topmest inch of
soil is dry, In-ground erops may require watering
once or twice a week, while faster-draning rised
becks orcontainers will likely require watering every
olher day,

For maximum resulis, consider applying a pack-
aged vegetable fortilizer. Always follow the pro-
recommended amount. If you are planning an
organic garden, you'll want to dig in high quality
compost during the initial planting, Organic fertiliz-
ers may also be used if desired,

Weeds are the bane of every gardener; they con-
petie with your vegetables for nutrients and water.
Discournge weed settings by using a hoe or hand
fork 1o regulary stir the top inch of soil (this is

should be sub-
Jected to some of
the garbage that
is being seen:
Graffiti- Some
residents of our
park have been
subjected to graf-
Jiti being spraved
on their resi-
dences. The
town comes fo
remove the graj-
Jfiti, but these acts
are criminal acis of vandalism.

AP,

Third Ward Councilman
Robert Ruane

We again urge our residents to become
involved in our neighborhood association
and neighborhood waich. Doing so does
nol require an inordinate amount of work
orF commitmenl.  Our properfy valies are
declining, some of It of course due to the
stunning economic downfurn. However,
do we want to aggravate this decline by
allowing our neighborhood 1o be marred
by graffiti, littering, vandalism, illegal aec-
tivity? Please think about it. What hap-
pens to your neighbor's property affects
YOUR property value as well. Halcyon
Park is a unigue pari of Bloomfield; there
is no place like it. 11 is a planned, histori-
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known as eultivation).

Visit: www. theNicholasTearn.com for
more helpful information

The Neighborhood Association invited
our Third Ward Councilman Robert Ru-
ane to a neighborhood meeting (o dis-
cuss various safety and quality of life
issues affecting us in and around Hal-
cvon Park. Officers Kevin O'Connell
and Jose Munoz also attended

Some of the issues thal were discussed
were!

cal enclave. Many of us moved here
because of this.
Please look a
HalevonPark.
safe, beautiful, e
tive to our and ot

hsite:
We wani io keep it
ble, and alirac-
familles.

Councilman Ruane wanis to hear from
aur neighborhood. He suggesied a
gathering in our park to accommodate
all the residenis. Please consider ai-
tending. The date will be determined
shortly. Bring your concerns. Call
any of us lo vaice your concerns {my #
is 973-743-1363), and {f you are un-
able to attend, we will make sure that
we speak for you. Councilman Ruane
is very interested in addressing our
CONCErNS.

- Dan Natal, HPNA President.



